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CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 3360 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MALI, MARR, SP 

SUBJECT: DATE FOR JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING 
REF MADRID 2646 

1. PERINAT, DIPLOMATIC SECRETARY OF SPANISH PERMANENT 
SECRETARIAT, SAID JUNE 13 THAT NEWLY APPOINTED FOREIGN 
MINISTER LOPEZ RODO HAD STILL NOT APPROVED THE PROPOSED 
DATE OF JULY 17 FOR THE NEXT US- SPANISH JOINT COMMITTEE 
MEETING. HE COMMENTED THAT THE JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING 
DATE IS ONLY ONE OF LARGE NUMBER OF MAJOR AND MINOR 
ISSUES FOREIGN MINISTER NOW ATTEMPTING TO FAMILIARIZE 
HIMSELF WITH QUICKLY. HE COMMENTED IN THIS REGARD THAT 
LOPEZ RODO HAD REPUTATION AS EXTREMELY THOROUGH PUBLIC 
SERVANT WHO DID NOT MAKE DECISIONS WITHOUT FULLY 
INFORMING HIMSELF . 
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2. WHILE PERINAT STRESSED THAT ONLY FOREIGN MINISTER 
COULD DECIDE ON POSTPONEMENT, HE PERSONALLY BELIEVED THAT, 
BECAUSE OF PRESSURES OF MASTERING NEW POSITION, FOREIGN 
MINISTER WOULD PROBABLY NOT BE ABLE TO AGREE TO JULY 17 
MEETING. IN THIS EVENT, HE AGREED THAT MEETING COULD 
PROBABLY NOT BE HELD EARLIER THAN LATE SEPTEMBER. 
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